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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 December 2000 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1 - 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Steinberg et al. 
Referring to claim 1, Steinberg discloses a digital camera, comprising: 
a housing 138 in figure 10; 

a digital optical sensing apparatus shown in figure 1 1 mounted within said housing, said 
digital optical sensing apparatus sensing optical images; 

a processor 32 in figure 2 for controlling operation of said digital camera, said processor 
operating said digital camera in at least two modes of operation, including: 

(a) a first mode of operation, wherein said digital optical sensing apparatus senses a 
biometric parameter of a user of said camera, said processor 32 identifying said user from said 
biometric parameter; and 

(b) a second mode of operation, wherein said digital optical sensing apparatus captures 
and records an image of an object of interest (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 
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2. Referring to claim 2, Steinberg discloses wherein said biometric parameter is an iris of 
said user's eye (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 42). 

3. Referring to claim 3, Steinberg discloses a viewing window 134 for viewing an image of 
said object of interest by said user; wherein, in said first mode of operation, said digital optical 
sensing apparatus in figure 1 1 senses light representing said biometric parameter, said light 
entering said camera through said viewing window 134 (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 

4. Referring to claim 4, Steinberg discloses wherein said processor 32 further associates 
user identifying data with a recorded image of an object of interest where image data of an object 
cannot be recorded without first obtaining valid user identifying data, said user identifying data 
being obtained using said biometric parameter (Col. 5, Line 35 - Col. 6, Line 15). 

5. Referring to claim 5, Steinberg discloses wherein said processor 32 further selectively 
enables at least one camera function responsive to identifying said user from said biometric 
parameter (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 58). 

6. Referring to claim 6, Steinberg discloses a digital camera, comprising: 
a housing 138 in figure 10; 

a biometric sensing apparatus in figure 1 1 for sensing a biometric parameter of a user of 
said digital camera; 

a processor 32 in figure 2 for controlling operation of said digital camera; 
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a memory 42, said memory storing biometric parameters associated with one or more potential 
users of said digital camera; wherein said processor 32 identifies a user of said camera by 
comparing data obtained from said biometric sensing apparatus 147 with said biometric 
parameters associated with one or more potential users in said memory 42, and, responsive to 
identifying a user, associates user identifying information with a digital image captured by said 
digital camera (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 

7. Referring to claim 7, Steinberg discloses wherein said biometric parameter is an optically 
measured parameter (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 42). 

8. Referring to claim 8, Steinberg discloses wherein said biometric parameter is an iris of 
said user's eye (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 42). 

9. Referring to claim 9, Steinberg discloses wherein said optically measured biometric 
parameter is obtained by said digital camera using the same digital optical sensing apparatus 
shown in figure 1 1 that is used for obtaining images of objects of interest (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 
7, Line 51). 

10. Referring to claim 10, Steinberg discloses a viewing window 134 for viewing an image 
of said object of interest by said user; wherein said digital optical sensing apparatus in figure 1 1 
senses light representing said biometric parameter, said light entering said camera through said 
viewing window 134 (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 
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1 1 . Referring to claim 1 1 , Steinberg discloses a viewing window 1 34 for viewing an image 
of said object of interest by said user; wherein said digital optical sensing apparatus in figure 1 1 
senses light representing said biometric parameter, said light entering said camera through said 
viewing window 134 (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 

12. Referring to claim 12, Steinberg discloses wherein said processor 32 further selectively 
enables at least one camera function responsive to identifying said user from said biometric 
parameter (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 58). 

13. Referring to claim 13, Steinberg discloses a method of operating a digital camera, 
comprising the steps of: obtaining a biometric measurement of a user with optical sensing 
apparatus of said digital camera shown in figure 11; identifying said user using said optical 
biometric measurement by comparing it with biometric signature data stored in memory 42, said 
identifying step being performed automatically by said digital camera; and capturing a digital 
image of an object of interest with said optical sensing apparatus 160 (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, 
Line 51). 

14. Referring to claim 14, Steinberg discloses wherein said biometric parameter is an iris of 
said user's eye (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 42). 
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15. Referring to claim 15, Steinberg discloses wherein said step of obtaining a biometric 
measurement of a user comprises configuring said camera according to a first configuration, 
wherein light from said user's eye enters said camera through a viewing window shown in figure 
11, and is captured by said optical sensing apparatus; and wherein said step of capturing a digital 
image of an object of interest comprises configuring said camera according to a second 
configuration by rotating the beam splitter 154 , wherein light from said object of interest enters 
said camera through a path other than said viewing window such as the taking optical system and 
is captured by said optical sensing apparatus (Col. 6, Line 17 - Col. 7, Line 51). 

16. Referring to claim 16, Steinberg discloses the method of operating a digital camera 
further comprising the step of: recording information identifying said user in memory 42 in 
figure 2, said information identifying said user being associated with said captured digital image 
where image data cannot be captured without obtaining valid biometric identifying information, 
said information being recorded automatically by said digital camera and the control processor 
32 (Col. 5, Line 35 - Col. 7, Line 51). 

17. Referring to claim 17, Steinberg discloses wherein said processor 32 further selectively 
enables at least one camera function responsive to identifying said user from said biometric 
parameter (Col. 6, Lines 36 - 58). 



Conclusion 



• 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew L Rosendale whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4909. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8: 00am-4: 00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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